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“Trees outstrip most people in the depth and
extent of their work for the public good.”
from Sarah Ebenreck, The Value of Trees
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Cities are “heat islands,” and are about 5 to 9
degrees warmer than the surrounding areds.
Trees cool parking lots and streets.
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Background

More than 75 percent of all people in the United States live in
towns and cities—and in urban forests. These forests consist of
the community trees and plants, street and yard trees, shrubs,
landscaping in commercial-industrial areas, parks, and other
urban greenery.

Benefits of the Forests Where We Live

Urban and community forests are economically important. They
increase property values and boost tourism and local businesses.

As people live, work, and play among trees, they enjoy reduced air
pollution, increased natural beauty, quieter communities, and a
better quality of life. Urban and community forests provide more
that 69 million acres of trees and open space—an ideal setting for
recreation and wildlife habitat,

Community trees control urban water runoffl and improve its
guality. They conserve energy by cooling our "urban heat islands”
through shade and water evaporating from their leaves. They also
keep us warmer in winter by slowing harsh winds.

But perhaps the greatest benefit occurs when individuals and
community groups plant, preserve, and enhance trees. In working
with their trees they also begin to develop important conservation
values. Often, more stable and revitalized neighborhoods follow.

Why Develop a Strategic Plan?

In the 1990 farm bill, Congress directed the Secretary of Agricul-
ture to appoint the National Urban and Community Forestry
Advisory Council to examine urban forestry issues. The council has
developed a strategic plan and prepared this report to:

® Develop public policy on urban and community forestry.

* Provide information for the preparation of the 1995 farm bill.

* Encourage decisionmakers at all levels to recognize the urban
forest's vital place in an urban infrastructure.

® Outline a future for urban and community forestry.



Properly placed
and maintained
trees and shrubs
increase property
values by 20
percent.
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Issues in Urban and Community Forestry

Two key sets of issues dominate urban and community forestry in
the 1990's: No comprehensive program has been created for urban
forests, and the trees are not thriving in many towns and cities.

No National Comprehensive Program

Societal concern for urban and community forestry is increasing in
both the private and public sectors, but many hurdles remain:

* No clear, national mandate has been established beyond the
1990 Farm Bill.

* Urban and community forest management receives low
funding priority at all levels of government.

* Few colleges or universities offer a full degree in urban for-
estry.

» Each State and local government is left to deal with issues
individually, without coordination.

* The full urban or community forest ecosystem, which includes
humans, wildlife, and vegetation, is not recognized or clearly
understood.

+= Town and city officials fail to recognize tree and forests as an
integral part of a municipal infrastructure or as a functional
element in the urban landscape.

*= Many city officials view urban and community forestry pro-
grams as mere beautification programs. They do not under-
stand the social, economic, and environmental benefit of trees
in an urban setting.

Many Urban Forests Are Not Thriving

Urban and community forests are complex because humans
interact with them. In all sizes of towns and cities, forests face
these challenges:

* Only one tree is planted for every four removed in many
communities, especially in newly developed areas.

* From 500 to 700 million tree planting spaces remain vacant,

* Because of improper planting and care, trees in difficult areas,
such as center cities, live only an average of 7 years and rarely
reach maturity.

* Compacted or paved ground creates high summer tempera-
tures and prevents water from filtering in to reach tree roots.

* Thousands of acres of forested land are cleared for develop-
ment with little concern for replacement.




Legislative Mandate

The 1990 Farm Bill fundamentally changed this Mation's approach
to managing urban and community forests. Section 1219, Urban
and Community Forestry Assistance, amended the basic law, 16
U.5.C. 2105, the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act to:

* Expand the authority of the Forest Service to work with States
to administer grants and technical assistance.

* Raise funding from $2.7 million in 1990 to $25 million in 1993.
Current legislation places an upper limit of $30 million on this
program.

* Create a 15-member Urban and Community Forestry Advisory
Council appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture.

The advisory council is unique because it draws members from all
levels of government, grass roots citizen groups, industry and
trade associations, and national nonprofit organizations. The
council has three tasks:

= Develop a national urban and community forestry strategic
plan.

* Evaluate how the strategic plan has been put into effect.

* Develop criteria and recommendations for an urban and
community forestry challenge cost-share program.

Vision and Mission Statements
Vvision

The National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council
seeks to establish sustainable urban forests for all communities.
These forests will provide jobs, healthier economies, stronger
communities, and improved ecosystems.

Mission

The council is established to encourage all sizes of towns and
cities to properly plant, maintain, and preserve trees in greatly
increasing numbers so that America's communities will have:

Cooler summer air

Warmer homes in winter

Cleaner air and water

Quieter streets

More peaceful neighborhoods

More community jobs

Stronger urban economies

An overall improved and expanded community environment
for all Americans.




Strategies

How can the council accomplish this mission in a practical way?
Six strategies have been developed, including public outreach,
municipal and volunteer programs, career training, funding,
research, and private and public partnerships. All require a com-
mitment to this Nation's towns and cities and to the people from
many cultures who live in them.

I—Public Outreach

Goal:

Cultivate an understanding and appreciation of the social, eco-
nomic, environmental, and esthetic value of trees, forests, and
related resources in cities and communities.

Expanded explanation:

This strategy has four audiences: youth, the general public, private
enterprise, and public policy makers. Programs will be developed
and tailored to the needs of the different audiences. The informa-
tion must be directed toward the diversity of publics found in the
Mation's towns and cities. Activities are designed to popularize
information about urban and community forestry and not intended
to address professionals in the field. Materials will be reviewed by
a diverse group of professionals to ensure that different cultural
values are represented. Information may be translated into lan-
guages other than English.

Direction A:
Develop information and education programs for youth audiences.

Activities:

* Develop manuals with urban forestry activities for grades K-12.
Activities will take advantage of different media and will
emphasize hands-on activities.

* Ppresent curricula to teacher workshops so it may be taken
back to the classroom. Consider working with Project Learning
Tree to take advantage of the education networks that pro-
gram already has in place.

® Develop activities for the curricula that incorporate programs
like Arbor Day, Global ReLeaf, and other programs,

* Look for opportunities to present curricula to
leaders of youth organizations and national professional
educators associations.




#3-AB-3660

“In short, a land ethic
changes the role of
Homo sapiens from
conqueror of the land-
community to plain

member and citizen of it,

It implies respect for his
fellow—members, and
also respect for the
community as such.”

from Aldo Leopold,
A Sand Country Almanac
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